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I hope ever yone enjoyed a 
wonder ful summer and made 
memories that will last a lifetime. 
Whether it was spending time at the 
lake, enjoying outdoor sports, or just 
relaxing on a beach somewhere, life is 
about experiences, and I hope you’ve 
had plenty so far in 2025. Let ’s take 
a moment to ref lect and celebrate 
some incredible achievements across 
western Oklahoma. From numerous 
FFA honors, multiple Academic All 
State recipients, yearbook staf f 
excellence awards, and spor ts 
championships throughout the 
western part of our great state, we 
are extremely proud to be a part of 
your communities. Our mission is to 
serve you in whatever capacity you 
need—whether that be providing 
f iber connectivity to enhance your 
daily lives through virtual education, 
streaming enter tainment, online 
gaming, remote work, telehealth, or 
simply connecting you to your family 
and loved ones in a way that feels like 
they are sitting right beside you. This 
is who we are and what we do, and I 
can proudly say it will never change. 
 
Scholarship Recipients

Speaking of transformation, 
we are excited to announce the 
2025 Pioneer scholarship winners. 
The power of educat ion and 
perspective will lead our state into 
the next generation, and we are 
honored to assist in the process. 
 
District 1 - Jackson Feely of Okeene 

District 2 Technology - Tucker 
West of Fargo 

District 4 - Jack Wootton of 
Carter 

District 5 - Landon Jirak of 
Blanchard 

District 6 - Calin Martin of 
Comanche 

District 7 - Eva Detrick of 
Ringwood 

District 8 - Macyn Anne 
Thomas of Nash 

District 8 Technology-Emma 
Armstrong of Nash 

District 10 - Megan Eischen of 
Kingfisher 

District 11 Technology - Kale 
Smith of Geary 

District 12 - Elizabeth Prince 
of Newcastle 

District At-Large - Alexis 
Lovell of Covington

 
 
Celebrating Cooperative Month by 
Cooperation among Cooperatives

October is Cooperative Month, 
and this year we’re putting extra 
emphasis on what it means to be 
part of a cooperative. Cooperation 
among Cooperatives has never been 
more pertinent, as we have forged 
joint par tnerships with electric 
cooperatives such as Oklahoma 
Electric Cooperative, CentraNet, and 
Cimarron Electric Cooperative, and 
we are pursuing more opportunities 
to show the technology industry the 
power of the cooperative mentality.

We will host our traditional 
customer appreciation week on 
October 6th–9th, where you can 
update your customer information 
and receive an amazing cooler bag. 
Please stop by and say “Hi” to our 
wonder ful customer experience 
team and f ind out what is new with 
Pioneer! The future is technology, 
and that is exactly what we are 
focused on. Western Oklahoma 
is in good hands with Pioneer 
Fiber, and the best is yet to come. 
Artif icial Intelligence, holographic 
applications, Augmented Reality, 

Quantum Computing, or whatever 
else comes next—we are here to 
ensure you have the best experience 
regardless of the technolog y. 
Pioneer’s evolution naturally leads us 
to being a transformative technology 
solutions company, and that is 
exactly who we are and what we do. 
 
Employee Meeting

At Pioneer, we consider every 
employee part of our extended family. 
And what does a family love to do? 
Gather! 

Our annual Employee Meeting 
will be held on October 10, 2025. As 
in years past, our business offices 
will be closed for the day to allow 
all employees to participate.

We recently launched Project 
Lightspeed (Strategic Plan 2030) and 
are excited to dive a little deeper into 
our vision of being your technology 
partner, enabling your world. What 
does that mean? It means you will 
have access to the world—and future 
worlds—by leveraging Pioneer Fiber to 
deliver an experience that excites you 
and assures you that your connection 
is world-class.

Pioneer has evolved from a 
telephone company born in 1953 
to a broadband company over the 
last 72 years, and we are excited for 
the next transformative technology 
that will enhance our daily lives and 
improve our quality of life. Although 
that new technology is still a mystery, 
we know our f iber foundation will 
ensure you have the capacity to adopt 
any innovative opportunity or product 
that emerges. We are passionate 
about innovation and ready to be 
your technology solutions partner 
for many years to come.

Thank you for taking the time 
to read this update. We’re grateful 
for your continued support and 
partnership. 

Have a fantastic rest of your day! 
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T h a n k  Yo u
for attending our 2025
ANNUAL MEETING!

Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend our 2025 Annual 
Meeting! Though we didn’t have 
any By-Laws to approve, we love 
getting the chance to meet and 

interact with our Members!

We hope you had a great time 
and that we’ll see you in May 

2026!

GOPIONEERLEARN MORE ABOUT THESE SCHOLARS IN

District No. 6
Calin Martin of Comanche
OSU Institute of Technology

Major: Automotive Service Technology

District No. 7
Eva Detrick of Ringwood

University of Oklahoma
Major: Pre-Radiologic Tech/Radiography

District No. 8
Macyn Anne Thomas of Nash
University of Central Oklahoma

Major: Nutrition, Dietetics & Food 
Management

District No. 8 - Technology Center
Emma Armstrong of Nash

Autry Technology Center
Major: Cosmetology

District No. 1
Jackson Feely of Okeene

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University

Major: Math

District No. 2 - Technology Center
Tucker West of Fargo

High Plains Technology Center
Major: Business & Marketing

District No. 4
Jack Wootton of Carter

Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University

Major: Business Accounting

District No. 5
Landon Jirak of Blanchard
Oklahoma State University

Major: Mechanical & Aerospace 
Engineering

District No. 10
Megan Eischen of Kingfisher
Southwest Christian University

Major: Kinesiology

District No. 11 - Technology Center
Kale Smith of Geary

OSU Institute of Technology - Okmulgee
Major: Instrumentation Engineering

District No. 12
Elizabeth Prince of Newcastle

University of Oklahoma
Major: Aerospace Engineering

District At-Large
Alexis Lovell of Covington
Oklahoma State University

Major: Communication Science & 
Disorders

2025-2026 Pioneer Scholars

 
to the OTA Scholarship
Recipients!

Adah Anderman
Grant Biggers
Ava Britton
Brylee Catlett
Chandler Copeland
Coleman Gilles
Grady Goodman
Laney Liebl
Alexis Lovell

Ellie Marshall
Chesni Newkirk
Emma Price
Masen Ryel
Madysen Ryel
Kase Simon
Siera Stitt
Kaycee Tolle



Take 5, Win $25!
Complete the entry form (all fields must be completed), clip out and mail 

to: 
 

Pioneer Tele-Topics, PO Box 539, Kingfisher, OK 73750 

Name:_______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

Pioneer Telephone #: (         )________________

City & Zip:___________________________________

Email:_______________________________________

1. Pioneer's Employee Meeting is on October 10.
True
False 

2. Pioneer’s Annual Employee Meeting is important for the Cooperative.
True
False

3. Pioneer will be closed on October 10 to celebrate and educate our 
employees.

True
False

Skip the stamp! Fill this form out online at 
GoPioneer.com under Tele-Topics Newsletter

District #1 winner — Terri Madewell, Okeene  
District #2 winner — Kathy Jones, Fargo	
District #3 winner — Karen Valles, Frederick 
District #4 winner — Emily Stinson, Oakwood
District #5 winner — Tracey Clarkson, Blanchard
District #6 winner — Karen Johnson, Comanche
District #7 winner —  Melissa Bonniksen, Ringwood

District #8 winner — 	Dean Hughes, Carmen
District #9 winner — Betty Bateman, Garber
District #10 winner — April Gibson, Kingfisher
District #11  winner —  Kaslin Baros, Calumet
District #12 winner —  Joseph Williamson, Newcastle
District At-Large winner — Brian Smith, Loveland

 

CAPITAL CREDIT ESTATE INFORMATION

To obtain your Capital Credit balance, 

or begin the process to collect for a 

deceased member, please call toll 

free at 

800-650-6116.

Pioneer Telephone Cooperative, Inc.

Attn: Capital Credit Department

P.O. Box 539 • Kingfisher, OK 73750

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to

Pioneer Tele-Topics,
P.O. Box 539, Kingfisher, OK 73750.

Periodical Postage paid at
Kingfisher, OK 73750 and other

additional entry offices. 

Member subscription rate:  
$2.96/year 

Non-Member subscription rate:  
$6/year

PIONEER TELE-TOPICS (USPS No. 456-200) 
is owned by and published quarterly for the 

benefit of the approximately 32,000 member 
families of Pioneer Telephone Cooperative, 

Inc.
EDITORIAL & CIRCULATION

Contact: Madison McCollum, Tele-Topics 
Editor

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539, Kingfisher, OK 
73750

E-mail: teletopics@ptci.com 
Call: (405) 375-0274 Fax: (405) 699-3053

Blake Callaham  General Manager 
Kim Grellner V.P. Marketing, Sales & Service

Brenda Walta V.P. Finance and 
Administration/CFO  

Mike Baustert V.P. Operations and 
Engineering 

-Board of Trustees-
President 
Gail Parker, Thomas
Vice President  
Jack H. Choate III, Hennessey
Secretary  
Trevor Wilczek, Kingfisher
Treasurer  
Vickie Klopfenstein, Crescent 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
Dave Krittenbrink, Okarche

David Shepard, Helena 
Gabe Green, Blanchard
Gerald Elcyzyn Jr., Newcastle
Kari Cox, Watonga
Loyd Benson, Frederick
Mark Fuqua, Canton
Mike Dobrinski, Okeene
Stacy Cline, Hennessey

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the bases 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, religion, sex, and familial 
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20250-9401 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).”
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Issue 2 Take 5, Win $25 Winners 
$25 Winners will receive their checks by mail 
within a few days of this publication.


